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Comments upon toe Sacred Writings of the “fews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 22. 
TOGETHER 
With a Commentary on certain passages in Blackstone's 
Commentaries upon the Laws of England. 

(See vol. 4, page 60, 336, &e. 





SUBJECT OF WITCHCRAFT. 





HOU fhalt not fufler a witch to live,” faith the 
Jewith Scripture. There is no fuch thing as a 
witch in nature, nor ever was, nor ever will be, faith the 
folemn voice of reafon. Here then is feripture azaintt 
reafon, and this has always been the cafe, forthe former 
rejects the ufe of reafon, and pretends to mystery of a 
fupernatural kind. It is curious to obferve how men of 
fcientific and accomplifhed minds will yield to the force 
of popular prejudice, and the influence of ancient fuper- 
stition. ‘The learned and judicious Blackstone, one of 
the best and most peripicuous law writers in the world, 
eminent for talents and various intellectual accom; alifly. 
ments, feems from the paflages which we fhall foon ex- 
tract, to have been placed in a dilemma from which it 
was difficult to efcape. His understanding conipzited 
him to reject all stories of witchcraft, and the facred 
writings of the Jews and Christians commande: him to 
believe. Belief was foolifh, and rejection infidelity and 
unpopularity. ‘Thus fituate ed the following paflages from 
his book will fhew to what fhiits and evafions a man must 
often be driven when his courage or his fituation w'tt 
Hot permit him to {peak the truth with manly boldnefs 
The paflages -alluded to are the following :— 


A fixth fpecies of offences against God and religion, 
of which our ancient books areall full, is a crime of which 
one knows not well what account to give. I meam the olf- 
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fence of witchcraft, ¢ onjuration, inchantment, or forcery. 
To deny the poflibi lity, nay, actual existence, of witch. 
craft and forcery, is at once flatly to cont radiék the re- 
vealed word of God, in variot 1S pafla; ves both of the old 
anc new testament: and the thing itlelf is a truth to 
which every nation in the world hath 1m its’ turn born 


testimony, by « either examples feemingly well attested, 
er prohibitory laws, which at least i iuppote the pollibility 
of a commerce with evil ipirits. ‘fhe civil law pi Gian 2S 
with death not only the forcerers themfelves, but allo 
“thole who conlult them(e); imitating in the former the 
exprels law of God(f), * thou a iit mot fufler a witch to 
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live.” And our own laws both before and fince the cone 
quest, have teen equally edad & ranking this crime in 
the fame clafs with herefy, a and condemning both to the 
flames (gz). The prefideut Monteiquieu(h) ranks them 
alfo beth together, but with a very diflerent view: lay- 
ing it down as an important maxim, that we ought to be 
very circumf{pe@ in the profecution of magic and herely ; 
becaufe the most unexce} ptionable condudi, jhe purest 
morals, and the constant practice of every duty 1n life, 
are nota fuflicient lecurity against the lulpicion of crimes 
like thefe. And indeed the ridiculous stories that are 
generally told, and the many impostors and celufions that 
have been difcovered in all ages, are enough to demolifh 
all faith in fuch a dubious crime; if the contrary evi- 
dence were not alfo extremely strong. Wherefore it 
feems to be the most elivible way to couclude, with an 
ingenuous writer of our own (i); that in general there 
has been fuch athing as witchcraft; though one cannot 
give credit to any particular modern imstaiice of it. 

Our forefathers were ag believers, when they 
enacted by statute 33 Hen. VIII. c. 8. all witchcrait tand 


‘forcery to be felony without benef ol clergy ; and again 


by statute 1 Jac. 1. c. 12. that all perfons invoking any 


(ce) Cod. 1.9. t.18 (h)Sp. L. b. 12. c. 5. 
(f) Exod. xxiier8. (i) Mr. Addifon. Speét. No. 117. 


(g) 3 Inst. 44. 
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evil fpirit, or coufulting, covenanting with, entertaining, 

employing, feeding, or rewarding an evil {pirit; or tak- 
ing up dead bodies from their graves to be uled in any 
witchcraft, forcery, or inchantment, or killing or others 
wife hurting any perfon by fuch igicrnal arts; fhould be 
guilty of felony without the benelit of clergy, and fuffer 
death. And, ifany perfon fhould attempt by forcery to 
difcover hid den trealure, or to restore stolen goods, or 
to provoke unlawiul love, or to hurt any man or beast, 
though the fame were not effected, he or fhe fhould fuffer 
imprifonment or pillory for the first offence, and death 
for the fecond. ‘Thefe atts continued in force till lately, 
to the terror of all the apnea females in the kingdom : 
and many poor wretches were facriliced thereby to the 
prejudice of their neighbours, and their own re . 
not a few having, by fome means or other, confelled the 
fa&at the gallows. But all executions for this dubiéce 

crime is now at anend; our legiflature having at length 
followed the wife example of Louis XIV in France, 
who thought proper by an edict to restrain the tribunals 
of justice from receiving information of witchcraft (k) 
And accordingly it is with us enacted by statute gy Geo. 
II. c. 5. that no perfecution fhall for the future be carri- 
ed on against any perfon for conjuration, witchcraft, for- 
cery or inchantment. But the ‘mifdemefnor of perfons 
pretending to u 2 witchcraft, tell fortunes, or dilcover 
stolen gO ds by kill in occult fctences, is still defervedly 
punifhed with a * ar’s imprijonment, and standing four 
times tn the pillory. 

A feventh fpecies of offenders in this clafs are all re- 


Iigious impostors: fuch as talfly pretend an extraordina. 
ry commiffion from heaven ; or terrify and abule the peo- 
pie with falle denunciations of judements. Uhefe, as 


tending to fubvert all reliyion, by bringing it into ridicule 


(k) Voltaire Siecl. Louis xiv. Mod. Univ. Hist. xxv. 
215. Yet Vouglans, (de droit pbenreg. 353+ 359.) 
sull reckons up forcery and witchcralt among the crimes 
punifhable in I’rance. 
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and contempt, are punifhable by the temporal courts 
with fine, imprifonment, and infamous corporal puniih- 
nent (1). 

‘The feveral methods of trial and conviCtion of offen- 
ders, establifhed by the laws of England, were formerly 
more numerous than at prefent, through the fuperstition 

four Saxon ancestors: who, like other northern nati- 
ous, were extremely addicted to divination; a charac- 
ter, which Tacitius obierves of the antient Germans*. 
‘They therefore invented a confiderable number of me- 
tnods of purgation or trial, to preferve innocence from 
the danger of falfe witnelles, and in confequence ot a 
notion a God would always interpole miraculoufly, to 
vindicate the guiltlefs. 

‘I'he most ancient f{pecies of trial was that by ordeal ; 
wich was pecuharly distinguifhed by the appellation of 
j slcthce Deis; and lonndtheians vulgaris purgatio, to dil- 
tinguifli it from the canonical purgation, which was by 
the cath of the party. This was of two fortsf, either by 
lire-ordeal, or water-ordeal; the former being confined 
Lo perions of higher rank, the latter to common people. 
Goth thefe migut be performed by deputy: but the prin- 
cipal was to aniwer for the fuccefs of the trial; the de- 
uty oly venturing fome corporal pain, for hire, or per- 
ps 5 ion r fren hip (dq). Fire-ordeal was performed either 
bs taking up in the hand, unhurt, a peice of red hot iron, 
ol —* wo, or three pounds weight; or elfe by walking 
barefoot, and blindfold, over nine redhot plowfhares, 
la seh length wile at unequal distances: and if the party 
ci 
ha 
he 
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ing hurt, he was adjudged innocent; but if it 
ppener ae otherwile, as without collufion it ufually did, 
was then condemned as guilty. However, by this 


(1) 1 Hawk. P. C. - 
* de mor, germ. 10. 
+ Mirr.c. fec. 23. 
(1) This is still exprefled in that common form of 


{peech, of “ going through fire and water ferve ano- 
ther.” 
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latter method queen Emma, the mother of Edward the 
conteflor, is mentioned to have cleared her character, 
when fuipecied of familiarity with Alwyn bithop of Win- 
chester (e). 

Water-ordeal was performed, either by plunging the 
bare arm upto the elbow in boiling water, and elcaping 
unhurt thereby: and, if he floated therein without any 
action of [wimming, it was deemed an evidence cf his 
guilt: but, if he funk, he was acquitted. It is ealy to 
trace out the traditional relics of this water-ordeal, in the 
ignorant barbartty itul practited in many countries to du- 
cover witches, by cafting them into a pool of water, and 
drowning them to prove ‘their innocence. And in the 
Eaftern empire the fire-ordeal was ufed to the fame pur- 
pofe by the emperor ‘Theodore Lafcaris; who, attribut- 
ing his ficknefs to magic, caufed all thofe whom he ful- 
pected to handle the hot iron: thus joining, as has been 
well remarked,t to the most dubious crime in tie 
world, the most dubious proof of innocence. 


The progrefs of fcience is fatal to every f{pecies of er- 
ror. We fee with indubitable clearnefs that the witch. 
craft, enchantment, and forceries of former aves, are 
vanifhing away before the diifufive light of knowledge 
and men of literary habits, even though in fome mealure 
{uperstitious, are becoming. every day more unwilling to 
fubfcribe to fuch degrading follies. We have feen by the 
preceding paflages that the learned Blackstone was vi- 
brating between rational and icriptural impulies ;—be- 
tween the dictates of his undorst anding and the tear ot 
popular cenfure. ‘Ihe divine authority of the sacred 
writings was the caufe.of this, and io long as books are 
fubstituted for the folid truths of the moral and phyfical 
world, fo long man will be fubjected to a baneful influ- 
ence, and the powers of his understanding benumbed 
by the voice of authority. It isin vain to talk of the 


(e) Tho. Rudborne Hist. maj. Winton. L. 4. c. 
+ Sp. L. by 2a. Gs §. 
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wifdom of our ancestors—to extol the knowledge of an- 
tiguity, and place it in oppoiition to the modern deduc- 
tion of reafon, when historic details prefent us with fuch 
a mais of witchcraft and difgusting stuff as that which is 
contained in the fhort extracts rot n Blackstone’s Com- 
mentaries. Societies will be confidered as as a fortuitous 
aggregation of children until they {hall emancipate them- 
felves trom the degrading bondage of a belief in the ftu- 
pid nonfente of witche ‘raft, { lorcerers, dreams ghosts and 
a thoufand other phantafms of which religious fupersti- 
tion is the legitimate parent 
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OF THE SABBATH-DAY OF CONNECTICUT. 





The word, fabbath, means rest, that is, ceffation from 
labour ; but the stupid Blue Laws* of Connecticut make 
a labour of rest, for they oblige a perion to fit still from 
fun-rifé to fun-iet on a fabbath day, which is hard work. 
Fanatcifm made thoie laws and hypocrify pretends to re- 
verence them, for where fuch laws prevail hypocrify 
will prevail alfo. 

One of thofe laws fays, ** No perfon fhall run on a fab- 
bath-day, nor walk in his garden, nor elfewhere, but re- 
verently to and trom meeting.” ‘Thefe fanatical hypo- 
crites forgot that that God dwells not be temples made 
with hands, and pan the earth iS tall | of his glory. One 
of the iinest {cenes ancl fubjects of religious cantempla- 
tion is to walk into the ond and fields, and lurvey the 
works of the God of the creation. The wide expanfe of 
heaven, the earth covered with verdure, the loity forest, 
the waving co mn, the magnincent roll of mighty rivers, 
and the murmuring melody of the che erful "brooks are 
icenes thatinipire fee mind with gratitude and delight; but 
this the sloon ry Calvinist of Conneftidut must not be- 


* They were called Blue Laws becaufe they were ari- 
ginally p rinted ou blue paper. 
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hold ona fabbath-day, Entombed within the walls of 
his dwelling, he fhuts from his view the temple of ecrea- 
tion. ‘The fun fhines no joy tohim. ‘The gladdening 
voice of nature calls onhiminvain. He is deaf, dumb, 
and blind to every thing around him that God has made. 
Such is the Sabbath day of Conneéticut. 

From whence could come this miferable notion of de. 
votion? It comes from the gloominels of the Calvinisti- 
cal creed. _If men love darknefs rather than light, be- 
caufe their. works are evil, the ulcerated mind of 2 Cal- 
vanist, who fees God only in terror, and fits brooding 
over fcenes of Eell and damnation, can have no joy in 
beholding the glories of the creation. Nothing in that 
mighty and wonderous fystem accords with his princi- 
ples or his devotion. Mle tees nothing there that tells 
him that God created millions on purpole to be damned, 
and that children of a fpan long are born to burn for ever 
in hell. ‘The creation preaches a different doctrine to 


° os! Oise : a mp x 7 
this. We there fee that the care and goodnefs of God is 


~ re ' reo © 1} a oe ~ + . a is ~ 
extended impartially over all the creatures he has made: 
‘The worm of the earth fhares his protection equally with 
- } } » - ’ " ;* 9 . . ‘ 
the elephant of the celart. ine grals that iprings be- 


neath our feet grows by his bounty as well as the cedars 
of Lebanon. Every thing in the creation reproaches the 
Calvinists with unjust ideas of God, and difowns the 
hardnels and ingratitude of his principles. ‘Therefore 
he fhuns the fight of them on a fabbath.day. 


An Enemy to Cant anp Imposrrion. 
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Professio l of hath from k GUS SCAM, CON Lint d. 





How eafily might men preferve that mastery over 
themfelves and their paflions, even during life, if before 
their vicious habits are acquired, when the faculties of 
the mind are just beginning to be diiplaved, they fhould 
employ themielves on thole objects which it is neceflary 


, 


for them to know, in order to judge cf thofe which are 
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unknown; if they were fincerely defrous of acquiring 
knowledge, not with. a view to make a parade in the 
eyes of others, but in order to render themfelves wile, 
good, and happy, in the practice of their natural duties ! 
‘This study appears difficult, becaufe we only apply to it 
after being already corrupted by vice, and made flaves 
to our pailions. We place our judgment and esteem on 
objects, before we arrive at the knowledge of good and 
evi}; and then, referring every thing to that falle stan- 
dard, we nold nothing in its due estimation. 

The heart, at a certain age, while it is yet free, ardu- 
ous, feialehe and anxious after happineds, is ever feek- 
Ing it with an impatient and uncertain curiofity: when 
deceived by the ‘enies, it fixes on the fhadow of it, and 
nnagines it to be found where it doth not exist. ‘This il- 
lufion hath prevailed too long with me. I difcovered it, 
alas! too Jate, and have not been able entirely to remove 
it: No, it will remain with meas long as this mortal bo~ 
dy, which gave rite to it. 

To be continued. 
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We are requested to inform all thofe who hold Sub. 
feription Papers for building the Binns of Nature, that 
there will be a meeting of the Subfcribers on Monday 
evening next, at feven o’clock, at Shepherd’s Long-Room, 
No. 11, George-street.—All perfons friendly to the caufe 
of natural religion, and who with to become fhare. hold. 
ers in the building are invited to attend. Sept. 15. 





The manufcripts which we have received from our li- 
terary correfpondents in Philadelphia and Boston, fhall 
be inferted in the Profpect as foon as poflible. We are 
much obliged tothele friends of truth for their communi- 
cations, and hope they will be fo good as to contmue their 
fcientific favours. 


New-York: Published every Saturday, by ELIHU 
PALMER, No. 26, Chatham-street. Price Two 
Dollars per ann. paid in advance. 
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